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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Neil DeSena for his years of dedi-
cated leadership throughout the community of
Bayonne, New Jersey. Mr. DeSena was
unanimously selected as the Grand Marshall
for this year's Bayonne Columbus Committee
parade to be held on Sunday, October 12,
2003.

Mr. DeSena has been a devoted member of
the Bayonne community for over thirty years.
His exemplary work in local organizations and
his understanding of the needs of Bayonne
residents have provided a great service to the
entire community. First elected as the Third
Ward Councilman in 1970, Mr. DeSena served
four consecutive four year terms. In 1986, Mr.
DeSena was re-elected to the City Council as
a Councilman-at-Large. He currently serves as
a personal aide to Mayor Joseph V. Doria, Jr.

A veteran of World War Il and the Korean
War, Mr. DeSena fought on behalf of his
country with great honor and valor, receiving
an honorable discharge with the rank of Staff
Sergeant.

A licensed broker, Mr. DeSena opened his
own insurance company in 1982. His natural
leadership qualities led him to serve as the
president of the Local 164 Insurance Workers
International Union, and as a member of the
Union’s General Executive Board.

Mr. DeSena has received several awards
from various community and business organi-
zations, including the Patriots Award for God,
Country, and Home from the Catholic War
Veterans Post 1612 and the Ladies Auxiliary.
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He recently received the 2003 Honor Citizen
Award from the New Jersey Honor Legion Po-
lice, and is a recipient of the Rudy DeAngelo
Foundation Award and the Boy Scout Distin-
guished Award.

Mr. DeSena pursued professional studies at
the Professional School of Business, St. Pe-
ter's College, Seton Hall University and
Fairleigh Dickenson University. He and his
wife Marie are the proud parents of Robert,
Julianne, and Neil, and the grandparents of
Jessica and Robert Thomas.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Neil DeSena for his years of service
and dedication to the citizens of Bayonne.

———
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Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, this November
marks 10 years since our Nation imposed the
discriminatory law known as “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” on the lesbian, gay and bisexual patriots
of our Nation. During the past decade, almost
10,000 men and women have been fired from
our armed forces simply because of their sex-
ual orientation.

Many of those men and women have
sought the assistance and advocacy of
Servicemembers Legal Defense Network
(SLDN), the Nation’s only legal aid and advo-
cacy organization for those harmed by the
military’s gay ban. In August, SLDN’s Execu-
tive Director, C. Dixon Osburn, commemo-
rated 10 years of service to the organization
he founded and the brave Americans it
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serves. Mr. Osburn co-founded the organiza-
tion in 1993 with former Army Captain
Michelle Benecke.

Under Mr. Osburn’s leadership, SLDN has
provided legal services to 5,000 service mem-
bers and obtained 35 changes in military pol-
icy and practice related to “Don’t Ask, Don't
Tell, Don’'t Pursue, Don’t Harass.” Also under
his leadership, SLDN'’s policy efforts have in-
cluded obtaining new Pentagon and Service
policies on anti-gay harassment, an Executive
Order on hate crimes in the military and an
Executive Order providing, for the first time, a
limited psychotherapist privilege in the armed
forces.

Due in large part to Mr. Osburn’s work, The
Boston Globe has said “[SLDN] knows far
more than the Pentagon about what reality is
like in the military and helps individuals caught
in the mess.” Deb Price of The Detroit News
also commended their work, noting that:
“SLDN has repeatedly forced the Pentagon
not just to take notice, but to change.” And
The Nation reports, “It's amazing how much
this small legal-aid group has accomplished
already.”

Mr. Osburn received the 1994 GAYLAW
Distinguished National Service Award, and the
1998 Kevin Larkin Award for Public Service
from the Massachusetts Lesbian and Gay Bar
Association. In 1998, Mr. Osburn was named
by The Advocate magazine as one of the Top
10 National Gay Leaders. In 2000, under Mr.
Osburn’s leadership, SLDN received “Organi-
zation of the Year” awards from both the Dis-
trict of Columbia Bar Association Young Law-
yers Division and the International Lesbian &
Gay Museum of History. | am honored today
to recognize his decade of leadership at the
helm of SLDN and his unparalleled advocacy
for our men and women in uniform.
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